sawdust hood ar mounted to the side panels of the hood at a point 
in such a manner as to permit the side skirts to move linearly 
along a slot, and rotationally about a pivot pin. This structure 
enables the sawdust hood to adapt to a work piece progressing 
through the blade and past the splitter. The lower edges of the 
side skirts are straight so as to snugly conform to, and rest upon, 
an upper surface of the work piece; this is because the typical 
work piece (a 2 by 4 plank, for example) , ordinarily has a flat 
upper surface. Through the combination of rotational and linear 
motion, the side skirts are able to keep the openings between the 
sawdust hood, work piece, and table to a minimum. By minimizing 
these openings near the point where the saw cuts the work piece, 
the applicant's sawdust hood provides at least two significant 
benefits. First, it improves the efficiency of the vacuum system 
by reducing the size of any openings between the hood and the work 
piece, thus reducing the vacuum pressure and power required to keep 
sawdust from building up in the work area. Second, the hood 
increases the safety of the saw by minimizing the openings around 
the hood, reducing the likelihood that debris near the spinning saw 
will be thrown out from beneath the hood, possibly causing injury. 

Below is a reproduction of Figures 3A-3C from the application, 
with color high-lighting the side skirts, illustrating the progress 
of a work piece through the saw and corresponding side skirt 
adjustment. 

None of the art cited by the examiner teaches or suggests a 
structure capable of providing side skirts that can move both 
linearly and rotationally to minimize the size of the gaps or 
openings between the sawdust hood, work piece, and table. Both 
Vogel and Auel disclose side guards that either attach at two 
points or if they are attached at only one point are unable to move 
linearly. 

Claim 1 was also amended to clarify that the front portion of 
the lower cowl need not be substantially vertical. Claim 7 was 
canceled and new claim 24 added. Claim 9 was canceled, but an 
equivalent claim added as new claim 25. Thus, the number of claims 
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remains the same. Claim 8 was amended to d pend from claim 6 
instead of claim 7. 

Accordingly, applicant submits that th application is in 
allowable form, and respectfully requests that the Examiner enter 
the amendments and issue a Notice of Allowance. Please contact 
applicant's attorney if there are any other issues to address. 1 

Respectfully submitted by: / 

MILES WAY COYNE, PLLC / 

L foy^ y_ — 

Brian J. (j Coyne (J-- USPTO Reg. No. 29,911 

905 24th Way, S.W. 
Suite B-3 
Olympia, WA 98502 
(360) 943-7713 



CERTIFICATION OF EXPRESS MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to 
as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited on the date shown 
below with the United States Postal Service in an Express Mail 
envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner for Patents, BOX 
AF, Washington, D.C. 20231, with sufficient postage. Express Mail 
label number: EL423296035US. 

DATE: December 9, 2000. 

(Type or print name of person mailing paper) 







(Signature oft 


perso^ mailing paper) 



1 It has recently come to the attention of the applicant that 
the Makita Model 2703 Table Saw includes a saw blade guard that has 
a pair of side skirts, each skirt with a substantially vertical 
slot, mounted to adjacent side panels via pins. That guard, 
however, does not have a vacuum channel, and has no patent 
markings. Applicant is unsure when this went on sale in the U.S. 
Copy of portion of Instruction manual enclosed. 
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FIG. 3C 
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